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A MESSAGE FROM THE
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

More than thirty years ago, r had the great honor to direct the worrd
premiere of Anna Deavere smith's Fires in the Mirror,a solo show
about the civil unrest sparked by racial divisions between the Black
and Jewish communities in Brookryn's crown Heights neighborhood.
That show, like everything Anna has created since, is a polent,
provocative and deeply-moving exploration of justice and equality.

It's no surprise, then, that Anna would be drawn to the story of Billie Jean King. Though Billie
Jean's exploits on the tennis court are legendary, her contritutions to equity in the sporting world
and our larger society have had an even largeri more lasting impact. ln creating the Women,s
Tennis Association fifty years ago this June, she laid the forrnd"tion for increased gender parity interms of recognition, respect and remuneration. She navigated her personal life with just as muchgrace and integrity, becoming a champion of LGBTo+ rights against a backdrop of intolerance.

of course, much of what Billie Jean fought against is still very much alive in our world. Look nofurther than the U'S' women's National 1o.."r- Team, which successfully reached a settlement
with the U'S' Soccer Federation to provide its players with tens of millions of dollars in back
pay in 2022' or the resurgence of anti-LGBTo+ Iaws bubbling up in state legislatures around
the country. But just as Billie Jean stood on the shoulders of giants like Althea Gibson, a newgeneration of athletes and activists is carrying on her battle.

ln addition to welcoming back Anna - whose play Let Me Down Easy was co_produced by
La Jolla Playhouse and san Diego Rep in 2011 - l'm delighted that director lVlarc Bruni is making
his Playhouse debut. on Broadway, at the Kennedy cenLr and across the country, Marc,s
productions are excitingly vivid, inventive and theairical. Together; Anna and Marc have created atribute to a living legend - and a compelling drama about how the past can show us the
way forward.

CHRISTOPHER ASHLEY
THE RICH FAMILYARTISTIC DIRECTOR
OF LA JOLLA PLAYHOUSE

The Bich Fan,

BIANIA I
SPENCEB IV

LENNE KLINGAMAl!

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
La Jolla Playhouse acknowledges the land on which our theatres sit as

the unceded territory of the KUMEYAAY NATloN. Today, the Kumeyaay
people continue to maintain their political sovereignty and cultural traditions as

vital members of the san Diego community. Their coniributions to our region are
tremendous and we thank them for their stewardship.
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( i n a I pha betica I orde r)

llana Kloss/Alice Marble/0thers.....,............ Bianca Amato*

Psychiatrist/Merv Rose/Ted Tinling/}thers. Wynn Harmon*

Frankie Durr/Betty Moffitt/0thers.... Lenne Klingaman*

Love Allwill be performed with a 1 5-minute intermission.

Marlyne Sexton . Tawani Foundation . Deanna Brown

Harriet Leve . Boy Gabay . Stephanie Sandberg . TreyTetreault

The last monologue of the play is based on verbatim excerpts from an interview of llana Kloss

conducted byAnna Deavere Smith

BIANCA AI
Others
La Jolla Play

Arcadia, The
Stupid Fuckt

Creek, King
lmporlance

A Rumination. Regional: pr

Awards), The Taming of thr
Arcadia, As You Like lt, pyg

P roof , G re ek, Ki nde rtra nsp,
Television/Film: Xpats, Binn
Kissing Booth, Our Girl, Ele

Alpha House, tJnforgettabl,
Wife, Sex and the City, lsid,
Gegen Den Wind. Bianca i:

more than 100 audiobooks

SUMMER BI

La Jolla Playl-

National Tour

Hairspray. Of'
Theatre), The

Day Before 51

Years (Virginia

Kiss Me, Kate opposite Davi:
Juliet, As You Like lt, How tht
Nrght and Julius Caesar, all a

from Old Globe/USD, B.M. f
summerbroyhill.com, @sumn

GENO CART

La Jolla Playhr

From Away.C
Tours: Come f
Phantom. Fav'

Grinch Stole (
Ragtime (Moc

in The FullMonty (Merry-Go-
The Foreigner (Lamb's Players

Diego Musical Theatre); Orin
Assassrns (Cygnet Theatre); Tl
(Maine Shakespeare Festival).
Sarah Lawrence College; Dua
College. Awesome Wife and

REBECCA S'1

La Jolla Playh<

Wedding (Linc

Sing/e (New C
Theatre); The ,

Regional: /nde
The lnvisibles t

(African American Shakespea
Theater); This World in a Wot
....And Jesus Moonwalks the
VFilm: Prodigal Son (FOX),
(CBS). M.F.A., NYU Tisch.

Summer Broyhill*

Geno Carr*

Spencer Hunsicker*

Noah Keyishian"

Mikaela Macias

Colby Muhammad+

Ellen Nikbakht+

Shana Wride"

Understudies are never substituted for listed roles unless a specific announcement is made at the time of the performance

Assistant 0irect0r........................ .... Katie Grant

Script 5upervis0r......................... .,Kirsten Kelso

Assistant Stage Mana7ers.............. Emlly Searles*, Kira Vine*

Associate Costume Desi7ner............ Somie Pak

Associate Projection Desi9ner................................B1ake Manns

Associate Scenic Designer ....Justin Humphres

Assistant Scenic Desi9ner............. .. .. .. .. .. ..Nicholas Ponting

Assistant Sound Desi9ner..................,..,..........Sa1vador Zamora

Production 4ssistant.................... ..... Ruby Hays

Tenn i s Co nsu lta n/s.................. D e bby J a co bs, Brett Dic ki nson

People and Culture Clnsultants..... Cornerstone Consulting HR
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No Disco. Regional: The Grapes of Wrath, Kss Me, Kate (Stratford
Festival); Major Barban, Summer and Smoke (Shaw Festival); A
Gentleman's Guide to Love and Murderfihe Old Globe, CT and
Hartford Outer Critics nominations); The lmpoftance of Being Earnest
(Neptune Theatre). Film/TV: The 2015 Kennedy Center Honors
(as Carole King), Wrth Me (BravoFact, Ny Shorrs and Whistler Film
Festivals), The Human yoice [oronto OIC). Education: Bermingham
Conservatory for Classical Theatre (Stratford), Sheridan College
Musical Theater Performance. Other: Lyricist/Composer for With(out)
Her; Artistic Producer for Eclipse Theatre Company, Toronto. Winner
of two Toronto Theatre Critics Awards and four Broadway World Awards.

CHILINA KENNEDY*, Billie Jean Kng
La Jolla Playhouse: Mary in Jesus Chnlst Superstar
Broadway: Annie in Pandise Sguare, Carole in
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, Mary in Jesus
Christ Superstar: National Tours: Dina in 7he Band,s
Visit(loronto Theatre Critics Award), Sophie in
Mamma Mlal. Off-Broadway: Binlg in This Ain,t

NOAH KEVSHIAN*, Understudy
Noah Keyishian is a recent M.EA. graduate from UC
San Diego. La Jolla Playhouse credits: HereThere
Are Bluebenies. UC San Diego credits: Ihicker lhan;
The Wintels Tale; Dance Nation; Hells Canyon; The
Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity;Twelfth Night;
Prepared; AMidsummer Night! Dream. Other

theater credits: Are You There? (Humana Festival of New American
Plays); Ie// the Truth; A Christmas Carol; Dracula; The Brief History
of Francois Le Chou Chou (Actors Theatre of Louisville) and Favors
(Manhattan Repertory Theater). Film credits: Happy yummy Chicken.

LENNE KLINGAMAN*, Frankie Dur/Betty
lvlofitru()thers
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. Broadway: Waitress
(Dawn). '1st National Tour: Waitress (Dawn). Off-
Broadway: The Underlying Chrls. Regional: Hamlet
in Hamlet (Colorado Shakespea re); Fingersmith
(A.R.T.); Romeo & Juliet, Appoggiatura (Denver

JOHN KROFT*, Larry Kng
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. Off-Broadway: Dan
CodybYacht(MTC), The Weak and the Strong (La

Mama). Regional: The lempest (Guthrie), Dutch
Masters (Northern Stage), Lifespan of a Fact (pioneer
Theater Company), Ihe Great Gatsby (Bay Street),
and Bram Stoke/s Dracula (Williamstown Theater

Festival). W: B/ue Bioods (CBS), Red Oaks (Amazon), Andy Warhol
Diaries (Netflix). Film: Master(Amazon), Maestro (upcoming) and
other shorts. Narration: {or Audible.com and Recordedbooks.com.
Education: B.EA. Juilliard.

P5 PERFORMANCES MAGAZINE

NANCY LEMENAGER*, Gladys Heldman
La Jolla Playhouse: How to Succeed, .. starring
Matthew Broderick. Broadway: Chicago, Movin,
Ouf Never Gonna Dance, Kiss Me, Kate, Dream,
How to Succeed..., Guys and Dolls and Meet Me
in St Louis. Lincoln Center: How to Transcend a
Happy Marriage, by Sarah Ruhl. W: Girls on the

Bus (HBO), Poker Face (Peacock), City on a Hil/ (Showtime), For
Life (ABC), WeCrashed (Apple TV), FBl (CBS). Film: Oceans B,
The First Purge. Nancy is a professor at pace University where she
teaches theater, dance and acting.

MIKAEIA MACIAS, lJnderstudy
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. Regional: Chronicles
of Kalki, Mother of the Mald (Moxie Theatre); /nto
the Breeches (North Coast Repertory Theatre);
The Mad Ones (Wildsong Produaions); SD Fringe
Festival: Body Talk, Songs for a New World fleatros
San Diego); Noe/, Noe/ (San Diego Symphony);

Ofrendas en Pandemia fluYo Theatre). Education: B.A. in Theatre
Performance at San Diego State University (upcoming).

COLBY MUHAMMAD+, Understudy
Colby is thrilled to be making her La Jolla playhouse

debutl UC San Diego credits: Just the Two of
Us, Bunny, Bunny, Dance Nation, Nonna rKr//s

the President, and in the Red and Brown Water.
Select Theatre credits: Anything Goes, Spunk!,
and Fabulation, or the Re-Education of Undine.

Education: Musical Theatre BFAfrom Howard University, MFA
Aaing candidate at UC San Diego class of ,24. 

@colbynatasha

ELLEN NIKBAKHT+, Understudy
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. Regional: Fun Home
(Kansas City Rep); Peter and the Starcatcher,
Urinetown, Candide, Mr Burns: a post Electric
Play, Threepenny Opera (Clarence Brown Theatre).
Other: /ndecent (Chautauqua Theatre Company).
Currently a UC San Diego M.EA. Acting Candidate

KATE ROCKWELL*, Marilyn Barnett
La Jol la Playhou se: Hollyw ood (Mabel Normand).
Broadway: OBC Mean Girls: the Musica/ (Karen
Smith, Drama Desk & Helen Hayes nominations),
OBC Bring lt On: the Musical (Skylar), Legally
B/onde (Margot), Rock of Ages (Sherrie Christian),
and Hair Regional: The MUNy (Tarzan, Beauty and

the Beast, The Sound of Music), Arena Stage (Carouse/). VFilm:
Tick, Tick.. .Boom (Netflix), Harlem (Amazon prime), Blue Bloods
(CBS), A/most Family (Fox), Deadbeat (Hulu), High Maintenance
(HBO), Sex and the City: the Movie. Her album Back to My Roots
was released on Broadway Records in 2018. Follow her for cute
baby & dog pictures @katerockwellnyc

Center); Iartuffe (Berkeley Rep/Shakespeare Theatre/South
Coast); Murder on the Orient Express (Cincinnati playhouse); Anna
Karenina (Capital Stage); Richard ttt, The Rehearsa/ (A Noise Within);
To Kill a Mockingbrrd (St. Louis Rep); Twelfth Nigln(Shakespeare
Santa Cruz). Media: FBI: MostWanted, Chicago Med, Cold Case,
Welcome to Sandrton. Education: M.EA., University of Washington.
The Heart ls the Hunter on SpotifrT/Apple Music; upcoming second
album and a new play. She's workshopped Love A// for the last year
and is thrilled to be part of its world premiere. Thanks to Karyn &
The Telsey Office. @lenneklingaman.

A[tsoN s
La Jolla Play

Victoria in S
Off-Broadw;
Baby, Enter

Regional: Ja
(The Old Gk

Black Pearl Sings (SDREp);

in The Last Wife (Cygnet); I

Sound of Music (SDMT). A5
M.F.A in Drama from USD/
from Elon University. www.

JUSTIN WIT
La Jolla Playl

of Rage (Sec,

Regional: An
Stage Comp
Theater Festi

through the \

Gross School of the Arts at
Shakespeare's Globe in Lon

SHANA WRI
La Jolla Playhr

The Shakespe

Shakespeare I

Theatre, Diven

Coast Reperlc
Theatre, Com5

Theatre, Gaslamp Ouarter Th<

is the recipient of a San Diegc
solo performance in 2.5 Minu,
her role as Amanda in private

the nationally syndicated radic
comedienne Mo Gaffney. shar

ANNA DEAVERE SMITH, T

is a writer and actress. She!
form of theater, under the b:
American Character Using v<

current social issues, she con
tell the stories of our time fro
films based on them, include
Angeles, Let Me Down Easy,
as an actress on television inc
Wing, Nurse Jackie, and blac
The American President, Racl
President Obama awarded Sr

the Humanities Medal. Shes
Fellowship, several Obie awa
George Polk Career Award in
from the Stan{ord University S

runner-up for the pulitzer prjz<

Awards. She's a University pro

Arts. She has several honorary
from Harvard, Yale, Dartmoutl
University, and Oxford. She w
Lecturer in the Fine Arts at th<
She was recently appointed tc
Arts and the Humanities by pr
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JIYOUN CHANG, Lighting Designer
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. Broadway: KPOP, For Colored Girls
Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow ls Enuf
fony Award nomination), Slave Play (ony, Drama Desk, Henry
Hewes Award nominations). Off-Broadway: The Far Country
(Lucille Lortel and Drama Desk Award nominations), Marys
Seaco/e (Henry Hewes nomination), The World is Round (Obie
Award). Regional: Ride the Cyclone (Arena Stage); The Factotum
(Chicago Lyric Opera); Binab Six Apples (Suzi Bass Award); The
Public, Roundabout, NYTW, MCC, Signature, ATC, Guggenheim,
Berkeley Rep, CalShakes, Guthrie, The Old Globe, OSF.

Education: M.F.A. from Yale.

DARRON L. WEST, Sound Designer
is a Tony and two-time OBIE award-winning sound designer
whose 30-plus-year career spans theater and dance, Broadway
and Off-Broadway. La Jolla Playhouse: Healing Wars, American
Nighti The Ballad of Juan Jose, The Seven, The Adoration of
the Old Woman, The Cosmonaut's Last Message to the Woman
He Once Loved in the Former Soviet lJnion, BOY His work has
been heard in over 700 productions all over the United States
and internationally in 15 countries. Additional honors: the Drama
Desk, Lortel, Audelco awards and the Princess Grace Foundation
Statue Award, among many others. Thirty-year company member
designing the productions of Anne Bogart! SlTl company. His
soundscapes Ior Photograph 51 , Paradise B/ue and Coal Country
can be heard on Audible.

S. KATY TUCKER, Projection Designer
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. Off-Broadway: Lettersfrom Max, a

Ritua/ (Signature), Confidence & the Speech fiheater Row),
underneath the bed (Rattlestick). Opera: MedeA, Eurydice,
Verdi's Requiem, Peter Grimes, Prince lgor (Metropolitan Opera);
Florencia en el Amazonas (Chicago Lyric Opera, LA Opera,
Houston Grand Opera); The Ring Cycle, Heaft of a Soldier, The
Flying Dutchman, Two Women (San Francisco Opera); The Ring
Cycle, Elektra, il Trovatore, Written in Stone, Cosl Fan Tutti, Don
Giovanni, Samson and Delilah fl/y'ashington National Opera);
Orpheus and Eurydice (Seattle Opera). lnternational: Rebecca
Das Musical(Vereingte BLihnen Wien), Ar-tus Excalibur fiheater St
Gallen), En Hunds Hartja (Uppsala Stadsteater).

JARED JENAS, Hair, Wig, and Make-Up Designer
La Jolla Playhouse: Ihe Yearto Come, aueens and The
Sguirre/s. Broadway: Good Night, Oscar, Sweeney Todd, Ohio
State Murders, Kimberly Akimbo, & Juliet, Topdog/l)nderdog,
American Buffalo, How I Learned to Drive, Jagged Little pill,

Frankie and Johnny in the Claire de Lune, Gettin' the Band Back
Together, Bandstand, lndecent, Sunset Bou/eva rd, The Visit, The
Real Thing, Lady Day at Emersonb Bar & Grill, Motown, peter

and the Starcatchel The Gershwinb Porgy and Bess, and A//
About Me.

CASSIE J. WILLIAMS, Hafi Wig, and Make-tJp Designer
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. Design credits include Otherworld
(Delaware Theatre Company), Glimmerglass Opera Festival
2021 Summer Season, No Cowards in Our Band (Syracuse

Opera and WCNY), Deathtrap flhe Cape Playhouse), Ragtime
ffheatre Under the Stars), A Dollb House Part 2 (Long Wharf
Theatre). Associate Design credits include Once Upon a One
More Time (Broadway), Be More Chill (Broadway/London), Cruei
lntentions (Maximum Entertainment), The Lighting Thief: The
Percy Jackson Musica/ ffheatre Works), Kleptocracy (Arena Stage),
C/ue (Cleveland Play House) and many more. Education: B.F.A.
Costume Design at State University of New York at Fredonia.

ALISA SOLOMON, Dramaturg
has worked as dramaturg on many pro1ects with Anna Deavere
Smith over the last two decades. A professor at Columbia
University's Graduate School of Journalism, she directs its
concentration in Arts and Culture. She has written {or The Nation,
NY fimes, NewYorker.com , Jewish Curents, Theater, American
Theater, among others, and Village Voice, where she was on
staff for 2'1 years. Alisa is the author of the award-winning books,
Re-Dressing the Canon: Essays on Theater and Gender and
Wonder of Wonders: A Cuftural History of Fiddler on the Roof.
Thanks to Title lX, she was a college scholarship athlete.

ANN JAMES, Sensitivity Specia/ist
made her debut as the first Black Intimacy Coordinator of
Broadway in 2021 for Antoinette Nwandu! Pass Oyer James
serves as an intimacy and sensitivity consultant lor Hamilton
(USA) and Hamilton (UK), and is currently serving as an lntimacy/
Cultural consultant in New York City for Parade, Sweeney Todd,
White Girl in Danger, How to Defend Yourself, Amani and La

Jolla Playhouse's The Outsiders. Ann has served as Intimacy
Director and Sensitivity Specialist@ for the provocative Off-
Broadway productions of Mois6s Kaufman's Seven Dead/y Sins
and Here There Are Blueberries by Tectonic Theatre project,

Seize the Krng, produced by Classical Theatre o{ Harlem, Twilight:
Los Angeles,1992 and Dominique Morisseau's compelling play
Confederates at Signature Theater. Her company, lntimacy
Coordinators of Color, has partnerships with Adelphi University,
New York University, Columbia University, American Conservatory
Theater; Brown University, Trinity Repertory Theater, A.R.T./New
York, and The American Repertory Theater at Harvard.

AMY STOLLER, Dialect Coach
2023 recipient, Ruth Morley Design Award for outstanding
work in the {ield of theatrical design. La Jolla Playhouse: Debut.
Broadway: Beautiful: The Carole King Musical. Prolects with Anna
Deavere Smith include Notes from the Field and Let Me Down
Easy, among others. Dialect design and dramaturgy for 40+
shows at Off-Broadway's Mint Theater Co., most recently Betty
Smith's Becomes a Woman (world premiere; Outer Critics' Circle
Award nominee for Outstanding New Off-Broadway Play); No6l
Coward! The Rat Trap (US premiere). AIso this season: Twllight:
Los Angeles, 1992 (American Repertory Theater). Last season:
American Jade (Bucks County Playhouse); isiander (Playhouse
46, NYC); Ann (Cape May Stage); Fires in the Miror (Theatrical

Outfit).

THE TELSEY OFFICE, Cas
With offices in both New Yor

casts for theater; film, televisi
is dedicated to creating safe,

through collaboration, artistn

BRIAN BOGIN*, Stage Ma
La Jolla Playhouse: Debut. I

Man and the Pool, Hello, D
& Johnny..., The Waverly C
Great Comet of 1812, Alleg
The People in the Picture, \y'

Soul Doctor. Tours: Hel/o, I
Feet, ...The Grinch, Chicag,
Off-Broadway: Trevol the IV

Heart, To My Girls, Heisenb
Regional: Robln and the Se'
Christmas (Boston Wang Ce

x 
Members of Actots' Equiry I
Stage Manage$ in the llnik
fullyeen the League ot fresit
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GG: How did you both become
involved with love AII?

ADS: Growing up, I was the
last kid chosen for any activity
that involved a ball. The teacher
had to force one of the team
captains to accept me as a

player. Given that fact, I am not
the likely candidate to write a
play about a tennis champion
and the other champions around
her: "phenoms," they are called.
Sports writer Sally Jenkins refers
to the rare species of which Billie
Jean King is a part, as "physical
geniuses." Yet, throughout my
career as a dramatist, my focus
has been American identity and
elements that have caused it to
change. When approached to do
this project, I said yes because
I saw it as an opportunity to
revisit and remember a dynamic
time in American history and
culture - the '60s and early
'70s. There were ceilings, walls
and tunnels that I had to come
through. Tunnels collapsed,
walls crumbled - it was a mess,
a glorious one in some ways,
but blood was shed too often,
at home and abroad. Billie Jean
King is an exceptional individual.
In the midst of it, she became an

agent of positive change.

MB: Harriet Leve, our producing
partner on Love A// - who
brought this project to Anna

- and I worked together on
Beautiful: The Carole King
Musical.l'm apparently the go-to
director for any project about a

woman who came of age in the
'60s with the last name o{ King.
ln seriousness, I read Anna's first
draft and found it deftly dealt
with so many intersectional
issues - not only women's rights,
but also racism, LGBT rights
and so many other things that
overlap in this period, many of
which I got to know very well
doing Beautiful. Love A// deals
with a very similar timeframe,
from the late 1950s until the
early 1970s.

GG: Which was a pafticularly
turbulent era for all of those
intersectional issues.

ADS: The time helped make
her, and she helped make the
time. Billie Jean King is a living
example of how one person can,

through a strong vision, cause
people to engage in heroic
actions, even against the odds.
It's unlikely she could have been
as effective as she was if it were
not for the disruptions of the
1960s and '70s - some of them

violent. As Glorla Steinem said
to me, "lt took three murders to
get Richard Nixon as president:
two Kennedys and a Martin
Luther King." The play focuses
on Billie Jean King, of course,
but it also brings to life the
others who helped make the
seemingly impossible, possible.
It also brings to life the people
who presented the odds. She

changed tennis, women's sports,
men's sports, youth sports, all

sporls, forever.

MB: At that point there was such
a wild differential in terms of the
purses for women tennis players
versus male players. And in light
of that disparity, Billie Jean and
eight other women became the
"original nine," and essentially
boycotted the Pacific Northwest
Tournament and created their
own tournament in Houston,
which is widely thought to be
the beginning of what allowed
women's tennis to become a

sport where women can earn 50
million dollars a year.

ADS: Through her persistence
in the battle for equality on and
offthe cour1, Billie Jean became
a beacon for what women could
become.

MB: Getting to sr

of that is a really r

I think a lot of per

experience of Bill

through the Bobk
ofthe Sexes" ma'
fascinating about
that Anna chose t
period priorto Bc

refocusing the nar

and not making it
And it illuminates
life against the ba

country strugglinc
with some of the r

continue to face.
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received the Laureus Life
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A Dram of Drummhicit, Restoratlon and Chasing the Sorg, u,
well as As You Like lt, His Girl Friday, GlengarryZlen Ross, A
Midsummer Nightb Dream, Freaky FridayZnd Xanadu. He also

CHRISTOPHER ASHLEY The Rich Family Arttstic
Director of La Jolla playhouse

has served as La Jolla playhouse,s Artistic Director
since 2007. During his tenure, he directed the world
premieres of Come From Away, Diana: The Musical,
Memphis, Escape to Margaritaville, The Squirrels,

DES MCANUFE Director Emeritus
served as La Jolla Playhouse! Artlstic Director
from l9B3 through 1994, andfrom 2001 through
April 2007. Under his leadership, the playhouse
garnered more than 300 awards, including the

Award from The San Diego Business Journal. prior to joining La
Jolla Playhouse, she served as Counsel to The John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts and the National Symphony
Orchestra in Washington, D.C. She was a faculty member of the
Smithsonian lnstitutron,s program on Legal problems of Museum
Administration. Prior to The Kennedy Center, she served as a
corporate attorney in New york City and Washington, D.C. She
is a graduate of UC San Diego and Harvard Law School. Ms.
Buchholz and her husband, noted author and White House
economic policy advisor Todd Buchholz, live in Solana Beach and
are the proud parents of Victoria, Katherine and Alexia.

DEBBY BUCHHOLZ, Managing Director of
La Jolla Playhouse
joined the Playhouse in 2002, servrng flrst as General
Manager before becoming Managing Director. She is
a Vice President of the League of Resident Theaters
(LORT) and a member of its Executive Committee

She is a recipient of a San Diego Women Who Mean Business

ERIC KEEN-IOUIE, Executive producer
(he/him) joined the playhouse in 2O1B as producing
Directori before becoming Executive producer in
2021 . He previously worked at The Old Globe
(Associate Producer and Associate Artistic Director)
and The Public Theater (Assistant to the Associate

VALUE
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spearheaded the Playhouse,s Without Walls (WOW) initiative,
the DNA New Work Series and the Resident Theatre program.
Mr..Ashley recently directed Come From Away {or AppleTV+
and Dlana; The Musicalfor Netflix. Otherscreen crediis include
the feature films Jeffrey and Lucky Stiff, and the American
Playhouse production of Blown Sideways Through Life for pBS.
Mr. Ashley's Broadway credits jnclude Come Fim Away (Tony
and Outer Critics Circle Awards), Diana: The Musical, Escape
to Margaritaville, Memphis (Tony Award nomination), Xanadu,
Leap of Faith (Drama Desk Award nom jnatio n), Alt Shook Up and
The Rocky Horror Show (Tony, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle
Award nominations). He also helmed productions of Come From
Away in London (Olivier Award nomination), Toronto, Australia
and on national tour. Other national tours include Escape to
M.argaritaville, Memphis, Xanadu, All Shook Up and Seusslca/;
The Musical. Additional New york stage credits include B/own
Sideways Through Life, Jeffrey (lucille Lortel and Obie Awards),
The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told, Valhalla (Lucille Lortel Award
nomination), Regrets Only, Wonder of the World, Communicating
Doors, Bunny Bunny, The Night Hank Williams Died and Fires
in the Mkror (Lucille Lortel Award), among others. Mr. Ashley is
the recipient of the princess Grace Award, the Drama League
Director Fellowship and an NEA/TCG Director Fellowship.
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Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre. His
Playhouse to Broadway credits include: SUiUm: The Donna
Summer Musical; Doctor Zhivago; Jesus Christ Supersta4
Jersey Boys (four Tony Awards); Billy Crystals 7OO Sundays
flony Award); How to Succeed in Buslness Without Really
Trying (five Tony nominations); director and co_author with pete
Townshend on Th e Wh o s Tom my (ony and Ol ivier Awards
for Best Director) and Brg River (seven Tony Awards), among
others. He also directed the premieres of Aaron Sorkin,s The
Farnsworth lnvention and yoshimiBattles the pink Robots,
which he co-wrote. Opera credits: Faust[The Met, ENO). Film
credits: Cousin Bette (director), lron Giant(producer; BAFTA
Award) and Oui//s (executive producer). Recipient of the Drama
League's 2006 Julia Hansen Award, Mr. McAnuff served as
Artistic Director at Canada,s Stratford Festival from 2OO7 through
2012. ln 2012,f,e was awarded Canada,s esteemed Governor
General's National Arts Center Award and the Order of Canada.

Producer and Director of Special pro.lects). He assjsted
Broadway producer Margo Lion on Hairspray and Caroline,
or Change. He is a graduate of Columbia University where
he received his M.F.A. in Theatre Management & producing
as a Deant Fellow and New york University where he earned
a B.A. in Dramatic Literature. He serves as Secretary on the
National Alliance of Musical Theatre! Board of Directors. He
shares his commute to La Jolla with his husband Anthony
Keen-Louie, an administrator in student affairs at UC San
Diego. He is a proud third-generation Chinese_American.

LA JOLTA PLAYHOUSE
is a place where aftists and audiences come together to
create what's new and next in the American theatre, from
Tony Award-winning productions, to imaginative programs for
young audiences, to interactive experiences outside ;ur theatre
walls. Founded in 1947 by Gregory peck, Dorothy McGuire
and Mel Ferrer, the playhouse is currently led by iony Award
winner Christopher Ashley, the Rich Family Artistic Drrector of
La Jolla Playhouse, and Managing Director Debby Buchholz.
The Playhouse is internationally renowned for the development
of new works, including mounting 1 1O world premieres,
commissioning more than 60 new works, and sending 33
productions to Broadway - among them the hit musical Come
From Away - garnering a total of 38 Tony Awards, as well as
the 'i993 Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre.
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